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The fear of death.
[A.D. 1769.
and eminent instances, some of which will occur to most of my readers.
When we were alone, I introduced the subject of death, and endeavoured to maintain that the fear of it might be got over. I told him that David Hume said to me, he was no more uneasy to think he should not be after this life, than that he had not been before he began to exist. JOHNSON. ' Sir, if he really thinks so, his perceptions are disturbed ; he is mad: if he does not think so, he lies. He may tell you, he holds his finger in the flame of a candle, without feeling pain ; would you believe him ? When he dies, he at least gives up all he has.' BOSWELL. ' Foote, Sir, told me, that when he was very ill he was not afraid to die.' JOHNSON. 'It is not true, Sir1. Hold a pistol to Foote's breast, or to Hume's breast, and threaten to kill them, and you'll see how they behave.' BOSWELL. 'But may we not fortify our minds for the approach of death?1 Here I am sensible I was in the wrong, to bring before his view what he ever looked upon with horrour; for although when in a celestial frame, in his Vanity of Human Wishes, he has supposed death to be ' kind Nature's signal for retreat,' from this state of being to 'a happier seat*,' his thoughts upon this aweful change were in general full of dismal apprehensions. His mind resembled the vast amphitheatre, the Colisaeum at Rome. In the centre stood his judgement, which, like a mighty gladiator, combated those apprehensions that, like the wild beasts of the Arena, were all around in cells, ready to be let out upon him. After a conflict, he drives them back into their dens; but not killing them, they were still assailing him. To my question, whether we might not fortify our minds for the approach of death, he answered, in a passion, '.No, Sir, let it alone. It matters not how a man dies, but how he lives. The act
See Boswell's Hebrides, Sept. 12,1773. He bids us pray
' For faith that panting for a happier seat, Counts death kind nature's signal of retreat.'
ofast, Jan. 20, 1780.
